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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION:

The average surface position of the ITD (an imaginary boundary between cold northern dry winds and southwestern humid and warm winds), which determines the arrival of rains over the Gambia fluctuated over central Senegal, southern Mali, central Burkina Faso and northern Benin onto Nigeria.

Dry and stable atmosphere prevailed to the north of the ITD with dust haze patches observed over Mauritania and Algeria. Conversely, convective cloud developments prevailed to the south of the ITD especially over the Gulf of Guinea States, Ivory Coast in particular as well as over Ghana, Togo, Burkina Faso, southern Mali and the southern parts Senegambia region.

The high pressure cell over the North Atlantic Ocean ( Azores) begin to weaken as the one in the South Atlantic Ocean (Saint Helena)  intensifies in the latter parts of the dekad  thus favoring a northward progression of the ITD.
1.2 WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE GAMBIA
Partly cloudy, relatively cool and slightly humid atmosphere prevailed in the mornings, then warm and sunny in the afternoons during the period. 

1.3 OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (11 – 20 May 2015)
In the early hours of the morning and late evening low level clouds will continue to appear for most of the period.  

2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
As at May 10 the rainfall situation in the Country is Nil. This means no rainfall was recorded throughout the country during this dekad. This situation is similar to that of the past years (2013 and 2014) respectively.

2.2 TEMPERATURE

Mean temperatures during this dekad were highest in the Eastern and Middle Third of the country and were lowest in the Western Third.  

Extreme minimum temperatures were lowest in the Western Third 17°C over Kerewan, whiles extreme maximum temperature recorded during the dekad reached 42 oC over Janjanbureh. Prevailing cool sea breezes are a contributing factor in the temperature difference. 

2.3 WINDS

Winds during the dekad were generally moderate to light in speed across the country.

2.4 SUNSHINE
Sunshine duration in the dekad ranged from 7 hours to 8 hours of sunlight throughout the country. 

2.5 RELATIVE HUMIDITY
Maximum relative humidity values were above 90% in the Western Third and between 80% and 90% in the rest of the country. The high relative humidity (RH) in the west could be explained by the influence of the sea breeze in this Region.
3.  AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

The major on-field activities by farmers are clearing of farmlands; this is also the period for the acquisition and preparation of seeds and the repair of farm implements. Some farmers are also busy on training inexperienced animals for work on the field during the season.
4. Hydrological Situation
N/A
5. COMMODITY PRICES
6. CROP PROTECTION
N/A
7. LIVESTOCK
N/A
8. FISHERIES
N/A
9. ENVIRONMENT 
N/A
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